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(by Alexandru Petrovici) Performers and the producers whose plays were presented during the 18th edition of the National
Festival of Theater 2008 seemed to surpassed the complex of provinciality typical for the art movement from the 60’s and
70’s: „Agammemonon is killed by his wife with a hair dryer, Macbeth and Benko are kissing on the stage, while modern plays
like Sickness of Family M by Paravadino were played on the stage of a very respectable festival”
   
  The transition to modernity seemed to be the main theme of the contemporary Romanian theater; after years when the
repertoires of the Bucharest and countryside theaters were full with classics played as the old school taught, in the recent years
more and more new playwriters were approached. Lagarce, Gifford or Mc Donnagh to mention just a few of the new wave in
international theater; not to forget also Romanian playwriters who are struggling for a name in front of the Romanian public
like Lia Bugnar, Ioan Peter or not to forget the already veteran Andrei Serban are becoming more and more appreciated by the
romanian audience. 
   
  Unfortunately one of the sins of Romanian public is the lack of appetite for modern production; the promotion of a modern
play as much as it is done it will not attract the expected reaction from the audience. Either old people used with a certain type
of play writers (generally clasics) either young people extremely interested in seeing the show without comprehension towards
the refinement of the text. Under this modern pressure exerted by the audience -and yes indeed the great master of the actor is
the public- the Romanian directors thought of a trick: playing classic, well known texts in a new manner. In this way the
antique choir is replaced by dancers in Electra, the role of the witches from Macbeth is to take the deaths from the scene or an
extremely young and fragile Scipio is used in Caligula. Maybe these „tricks” are not new for the international scene, but don’t
forget that the Romanian  public is still reacting violent when seeing two boys kissing on the scene. 
   
  The transition to modern ways of expressions seems to be more difficult than awaited; however the crop of new actors and
directors will not deceive the expectations of the European public. A first step was made by the National Theater Festival
which took place in Bucharest at the begining of this month. The 18th edition brought a special section dedicated to young
debutant directors, among whom we could name Alexandru Lustig with the shakesperian Storm or Elena Morar with the more
modern play of Wajdi Mouwad ‚The Thirsty’.
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  PPS - Promotion-Presse-Service is a German press agency run by Dieter Topp and Christian Bauer, journalists and
publishers. 
  PPS is on the market with releases about culture and cultural politics, focussing theater, ballett, music and music theater, art
and exhibition.
  Releases in Germany and German speaking parts of Austria, Switzlerland, Netherland, Belgium to print- tv- radio- online-
media as well as open culture channels.
  PPS stays close to media partners together with the European CulturForum, KulturForum Europa since 1992 covering its
press office. Also covering Int. Spring Festival Budapest, Fringe Festival Budapest, as well as Wratislavia Cantas Festival
Wroclaw/Poland, Since 2005 reports for DasBallett.at, the Ballett of Staatsoper Vienna and Volksoper Vienna.
  Int. Istanbul Music Festival and Istanbul Biennial as well as Music Biennale Zagreb and Enescu Festival Bucarest (since
2007), also Theater Festivals of Timisoara, Bucarest and Opereta (Festival for musical Performances), Romania
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