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Not content simply with being among the 6 fastest sail-powered people in the world with his 46.57 knots, Patrik Diethelm
made his run on F2 manufactured production equipment. One of the 3 windsurfers to have really shown last Wednesday 5th
March on the canal at Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer, ITA-120 tells us his story of the day, and how he’s started dreaming of the
absolute record… 

 Windsurfjournal.com : What is your feeling about this incredible March 5th ?
  Patrik Diethelm : To be honest, I am hungry for more and faster speeds ! I was the whole day on production Missile 43cm
wide and it was a very big board. Unfortunately I crashed at the first run I tried with my small prototype 37cm and I think it
was because there was a lot of seaweed in the water. My mast, sail and board were broken and both my shoulders hurt so I
decided to stop for the day and I could not find out how fast I could go with my prototype. 

 WJ : What equipment were you using for this new production world record ?
  PD : For a rider of my size, I am 183cm high and I weigh 94kg, plus I had about 15kg lead with an extra life jacket to be sure
that the extra weight floated, those are the rules. My equipment was a regular production board F2 Missile XS with a 22cm
custom fin, and the sail was a North Sails Warp 5.0. 

 WJ : Can you tell us about some of the wipe outs during the day, they were incredible ?
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  PD : It was a very windy day and the direction of the wind was too much down wind and just sometimes it changed direction
for a couple minutes, and this was always the moment to get on the run. Because of the strong wind and the deep angle it
creates a very steep short chop which is very difficult to pass without having spinout. Antoine crashed 5 times and we all had a
hard time to get started as the strong wind pushed down even sails as small as 4.5m2. My first crash was not so bad as I had
time to react and I could hook out in time and let go my equipment, so I just slid on top of the water for a couple metres until I
stopped. My second crash was quite hard as I had a spinout and crashed immediately at full speed. I believe it was over 45
knots as I had a pretty good run the first 350-400metres before I crashed. My mast and sail broke and I ripped out the strap
plug of the board as well. My shoulders still hurt a couple days later - hope I will be alright for the slalom season this year. 

 WJ : How do you explain such a big gap between your old and new production records ?
  PD : My first 3 records where in average conditions and every time I went to the canal in Saintes-Maries I had wind from
east, max-ing 30-35 knots. This was my first time speed sailing in such strong conditions, 60 knots of Mistral wind with gusts.
I believe the reason is because I finally got some strong winds. 

 WJ : New production record, new Italian and personal record, this must have been a great day for you ?
  PD : Yes, I am very happy with the result and I am looking forward to use custom boards from now on. I hope my shoulders
recover soon and we all pray for another good session before the end of the MOS the 04.April. We need to break the 50 knots
!!! 

 WJ : After such a great speed with a production board, what is the next step for you in speed sailing ?
  PD : I never had a full run on a prototype so I don’t know what is possible. I hope I will get some extra knots with the
prototype to get closer to the 50 barrier. Who knows, maybe I will break it, he, he, he !?!? 

 Interview by www.windsurfjournal.com

 For more information about the Speed:World:Cup, the International Speed Windsurfing Class (ISWC) and the Professional
Kite Riders Association (PKRA), please contact
  
  Speed:World:Cup
  Tour Manager
  Markus Schwendtner Consulting GmbH
  Wilhelmstr. 25-30
  13593 Berlin
  Germany
  Fon: +49 30 2461 6930
  Fax: +49 1212 5 10 60 29 02
  email:info@speedworldcup.com
  
  For direct media inquiries, high resolution pictures and video feeds, please contact directly
  email: media@speedworldcup.com

 Speed:World:Cup is the officially sanctioned world tour of the International Speed Windsurfing Class (ISWC) and the
Professional Kite Riders Association (PKRA).
  
  The Speed:World:Cup events go from exceptional action in Namibia to more cosmopolitan spots such as Fuerteventura - the
historical European Speedsurfing Capital, to huge shows of extreme conditions on small islands like Karpathos. In total, there
are 200 to 300 competitors at the same time, from places like Australia or Brasil, to Germany or Norway.
  
  The Tour has to offer: dynamic, thrilling action, and bring the most visually dynamic aquatic sports to the audience, making
it a perfect vehicle to locate sponsors logos; a sport that is set outdoors, healthy and environmental friendly.
  
  Superb action on the water, combined with an interactive and exciting life experience, that creates an atmosphere where the
fans and the media are face to face with the most radical and intense competition and the biggest personalities of the sport.
  Besides being a sport of radical action, Windsurfing and Kiteboarding is a way of life. This type of life is formed by several
elements to which many aspire, but that few can really achieve. Most of, if not even all of these aspects of the sport are
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represented in the Speed:World:Cup.
  
  The Speed:World:Cup is entitled to hold World, Continental and National Championships and is always looking for partners,
local organizers as well as national associations, to propagate this exciting and thrilling discipline all over the world.
  
  ...
  
  OFFICIAL WEBSITE: www.speedworldcup.com
  
  PREVIEW PICTURES: www.speedworldcup.com -> Press Lounge
  Hi-Res Pics and Videos available on request.
  
  TOUR MANAGER: MARKUS SCHWENDTNER
  
  For more information about the Speed:World:Cup, please do not hesitate to contact us at:
  
  Speed:World:Cup
  
  Markus Schwendtner - Tour Manager
  Rohrbecker Weg 43
  14612 Falkensee
  Germany
  
  Fon: +49 1713819139
  
  www.speedworldcup.com
  info@speedworldcup.com
  
  The Speed:World:Cup is sanctioned by ISAF, ISWC and PKRA
  
  Please visit these links:
  www.internationalwindsurfing.com
  www.pkra.info
  www.sailing.org

You can find this press release here
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